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The Foundation For the Future is dedicated to the
increase and diffusion of knowledge concerning
the long-term future of humanity. In view of the
likelihood that a key element of our future in the
next thousand years will be contact with extraterrestrial intelligence, the Foundation—through
the Knowledge Workshops of its Humanity 3000
program—sponsored a seminar in summer 1999
that brought together 16 participants with scholarly perspectives on the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence (SETI).
The seminar was organized and coordinated by Dr.
Allen Tough, who has dedicated the past 20 years to
research on ETI and the future of human civilization.
Focused on long-range ramiﬁcations, the seminar

emphasized the cultural impact several decades or
centuries after dialogue between humankind and an
extraterrestrial civilization commences. The seminar
was held in conjunction with Bioastronomy ’99: A
New Era in the Search for Life in the Universe.
This report is called When SETI Succeeds: The
Impact of High-Information Contact. It presents a
comprehensive review of the potential impact that
contact with a highly advanced intelligence will have
on human civilization.
This report is rather unique in its format as well as
its content. It is based partly on the ideas that
emerged during the two-day seminar, and it includes
brief written position statements that each participant brought to the seminar. But it also includes several powerful insights in additional in-depth papers
written by several of the participants and by others.
This report, then, is neither a traditional seminar
proceedings nor a traditional collection of papers.
Instead, it combines the best features of both forms.
In this way it provides fresh, lively insights into the
long-term impact when SETI succeeds.
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Introduction

The Topics

Humanity’s interaction with other civilizations in our
galaxy is likely to have a greater impact for the longterm future of human civilization than virtually any
other event in the current millennium.
This Humanity 3000 Knowledge Workshop focused
on the potential impact of high-information contact
with extraterrestrial intelligence in the following
topic areas:

1. Practical Information
2. Answers to Major Questions
3. Changes in Our View of Ourselves
4. Cooperation in Joint Galactic Projects
5. Signiﬁcant Long-Term Effects That Are
Primarily Negative
6. What Should Humanity Do Now to Maximize
Positive Long-Term Impacts?
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Participant biographies are provided in Section VI.
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Overview

Summarized below are the contents of each Section
of the report, When SETI Succeeds: The Impact of
High-Information Contact.
Section I, entitled “An Extraordinary Event,” written
by Seminar Coordinator Allen Tough, provides an
introduction to SETI and to the six seminar topics.
Section II, entitled “Contact: Long-Term Implications for Humanity,” by Albert A. Harrison and
Steven J. Dick, is a comprehensive report on the seminar and a review of the SETI ﬁeld, including the
rationale and justiﬁcation for the search, common
assumptions about ETI, discussion of search outcomes, comments on the post-contact society, and
what humanity’s next steps should be.
Section III, entitled “Who Said What: A Summary

and Eleven Conclusions,” by John Billingham, captures the highlights of the seminar discussions

addressing each of the key topics. This paper was presented by Billingham at the international conference
Bioastronomy ’99: A New Era in the Search for Life in
the Universe, held at the same facilities in Hawaii
immediately following the Humanity 3000 Knowledge Seminar on the Cultural Impact of Extraterrestrial Contact.
Section IV provides the one- to two-page statements

written by participants before the seminar. Each
statement addresses one of the key topics and served
as a starting point for seminar dialogue.
Section V—“Powerful Insights: In-Depth Papers by
Participants and Others”—is a collection of scholarly
papers on important aspects of the search for extraterrestrial intelligence.
Section VI provides biographical information on the
sixteen participants in the seminar.
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